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Georgia Southern University Athletics

Georgia Southern Men's Soccer Releases 2020 Schedule
Eagles will play 10 matches this fall, including home-and-home dates with the Sun Belt Conference competing schools
Men's Soccer
Posted: 9/10/2020 10:00:00 AM
STATESBORO - Georgia Southern Head Men's Soccer Coach John Murphy has revealed the 2020 schedule for the Eagles. Play begins on Saturday, September
19th, at the University of South Carolina.
The schedule features 10 matches, including a first for the Sun Belt Conference as each league school will play a home-and-home series with the other schools during
the campaign. Six matches will be away from home and four will be at Eagle Field in Statesboro. The 2020 Sun Belt Conference Men's Soccer Championships will
take place on Nov. 13 & 15 at Georgia State University.
"We're quite excited to get the opportunity to play this Fall," Coach Murphy said. "We're one of a handful of programs in the country that has that ability. So we
appreciate the support we've received at the conference, university and department levels. It's a scintillating proposition to play our fellow Sun Belt Conference
schools home and away, and it's really going to spice up the rivalries. It's also a great chance to put ourselves in position to play in the Sun Belt semifinals coming up
on November 13th at Georgia State."
The Eagles open up the schedule with the Gamecocks on Sept. 19 with a 7 p.m. matchup in Columbia. The two teams played to a 1-1 draw last season and Georgia
Southern is still searching for its first win over South Carolina in school history.
Georgia Southern will then travel to Macon to take on in-state rival Mercer on Tuesday, September 22nd, at 7 p.m. The two teams have met 51 times previously, the
most-played series in Georgia Southern men's soccer history, and Mercer has won the last three matchups, including a 3-2 win over the Eagles last season.
The Eagles' home opener will take place on Saturday, September 26, taking on UAB in a 7 p.m. matchup at Eagle Field. It is UAB's first trip to Statesboro to play
Georgia Southern since the first meeting in the series, a 2-2 draw in 1993. Last season, the Eagles won a 3-1 decision in Birmingham.
"For our non-conference games, we had to get a little creative," Coach Murphy said. "Going to Columbia to start the season against South Carolina is a challenge that
we always relish, and then Mercer is a traditional competitor so it's always a tight game. Additionally, playing UAB twice is unique as they've been the standard in the
Southeast for years, and we have a great rivalry with them."
Sun Belt play opens for Georgia Southern on Sunday, October 4, at 2 p.m. with the Eagles facing Georgia State in Atlanta. The Eagles then have back-to-back home
Saturdays, hosting Central Arkansas on Saturday, October 10, at 7 p.m., and the return trip of Georgia State on Saturday, October 17, at 7 p.m.
The Eagles' final non-conference contest will be Tuesday, October 20, facing UAB at 8 p.m. in Birmingham, Ala. Georgia Southern then travels to Conway, S.C., to
face Coastal Carolina at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 25. The final road trip of the regular season sees the Eagles visiting Central Arkansas on Saturday, October 31, at
3 p.m.
Georgia Southern wraps up the 2020 regular season on Friday, November 6, hosting Coastal Carolina in a 6 p.m. matchup at Eagle Field, leading into the tournament
the following week.
"To have a 10-game schedule, starting on September 19th - that's as substantiative of a regular season as you can get," Coach Murphy said. "We just ended up missing
out on the last week of August and the first couple of weeks of September. Our student-athletes have been disciplined throughout this process and deserve to compete
this season. Special thanks to everybody in our department, in particular Brandy and all of the Athletic Training staff. They've been fantastic throughout this process.
We're excited to represent the school and compete for a Sun Belt Championship this Fall."
Admission is free for Georgia Southern Men's Soccer during the 2020 season, and Eagle Field will be adhering to Sun Belt Conference standards regarding attendance
and COVID-19 safety measures.

• All spectators are required to wear a face covering in Eagle Field.
• Attendance will be capped at 250
• Social distancing will be maintained throughout the facility to the fullest extent possible, including limiting field access in accordance with Sun Belt and NCAA
recommendations.
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